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It	 started	with	a	 tickle!	Well	 at	 least	 that’s	what	we	are	 led	 to	believe	50	years	 later.	Who	would	
have	thought	that	one	young	boy	could	have	such	an	impact?	The	simple	question	asked	was;	“What	

does	 a	 tickle	 look	 like?”	 From	 this	 simple	 question	 that	 boy’s	 dad,	 Roger	 Hargreaves,	 created	 a	
character	called	Mr	Tickle.	Mr	Tickle’s	story	became	a	book,	which	was	published	and	so	started	the	
Mr	Men.	This	is	what	was	retold	if	you	saw	last	Sunday	nights	Channel	4	programme	fronted	by	Matt	

Lucas,	“50	years	of	the	Mr	Men”.		

Yes,	I	was	shocked	as	well	that	the	Mr	Men	are	50!	Yet	Mr	Tickle	was	created	back	in	1971	and	he	
and	his	 90+	 fellow	Mr	Men	and	 Little	Miss	 characters	were	 soon	a	hit	with	 children.	 In	 fact,	 they	
were	 such	 a	 hit	 that	 they	 became	 stars	 as	 their	 stories	 were	 brought	 to	 life	 on	 television	 and	

narrated	by	the	much	loved,	but	now	departed,	Arthur	Lowe.	

I	bet,	if	we	were	sitting	around	in	a	group,	many	of	you	could	describe	Mr	Tickle	with	his	long	arms	
and	orange	body	and	if	you	could	not	remember	him	you	would	certainly	be	able	to	name	some	of	
his	 peers.	 Perhaps	 you	 remember	 the	 red	 square	 of	Mr	 Strong,	 the	 blue	 bandaged	 character	Mr	

Bump,	or	 the	 yellow	 circle	 of	Mr	Happy.	 Each	Mr	Man	or	 Little	Miss	 characters’	 name	and	 image	
would	 often	 assist	 in	 building	 a	 description	 of	 the	 story	 and	 personality	 of	 the	 character.	 So	Mr	
Nosey	had	a	long	large	green	nose,	Mr	Greedy	a	large	protruding	purple	tummy	and	Mr	Messy	being	

a	 jumbled	 scribble	 of	 revolving	 pink	 lines.	 In	 each	 story	 we	 would	 learn	 the	 excesses	 of	 the	
character’s	traits	and	see	how	they	learned	to	moderate	them	and	became	better	residents	of	their	
specially	crafted	hometown.	

This	mix	 of	 lovable	 easy	 to	 understand	 identifiable	 and	memorable	 characters,	 short	 stories	with	

plenty	 of	 action	 and	 a	 moral	 tale	 is	 perhaps	 the	 secret	 to	 their	 longevity.	 This	 is	 why	 when	 my	
grandchildren	stop	over,	without	fail,	even	at	the	age	of	13,	the	chorus	can	be	heard;	“Gramps,	can	
you	read	me	a	bedtime	story?”	and	a	Mr	Man	book	is	picked.	As	we	read	the	story	we	have	funny	

voices,	interaction	with	the	action	and	really	feel	and	understand	what	the	story	is	about.	Laughter	
and	a	sense	or	being	together	help	create	a	common	sharing	of	the	tale.			

We	 all	 like	 a	 good	 story.	We	 enjoy	 a	 story	where	we	 can	 build	 a	 picture	 of	 the	 characters	 in	 our	
mind’s	eye	and	understand	 their	motivations	and	 feelings.	A	story	 that	has	an	easy	 to	understand	

plot	and	that	see	goodness	or	morality	triumphing	over	evil	or	adversity.	Many	of	the	stories	in	the	
bible	 are	built	 in	 a	 similar	manner.	 Just	 think	of	 them!	What	ones	 can	 you	name?	Here	are	 some	
from	the	Old	Testament.	Stories	like,	David	and	Goliath,	Moses	in	the	bulrushes,	Noah’s	ark	or	even	

whole	 books	 such	 as	 Jonah,	Daniel	 or	 Esther.	 You	might	 cry	 but	what	 about	 the	New	 Testament,	
there	are	 some	 fantastic	 stories	 in	 there.	Think	of	 the	“Good	Samaritan”,	 the	“Widows	Mite”,	 the	
“Parable	 of	 the	Mustard	 Seed”	 or	 the	 “Parable	 of	 the	 Hidden	 Treasure”.	 All	 the	 New	 Testament	

stories	are	great	stories	but	a	different	kind	of	story	from	the	Old	Testament.	 I	would	suggest	that	
many	 of	 the	 Old	 Testament	 stories	 are	 based	 on	 real	 people	 and	 real	 events	 which	 have	 been	

embroidered	 over	 time	 and	 retelling.	 All	 of	 the	 New	 Testament	 stories	 mentioned	 above	 are	
Parables	told	by	Jesus	to	illustrate	a	point.	They	are,	like	the	Mr	Men	stories,	characters	created	with	
certain	names	 to	 form	a	 certain	 image	 in	our	minds.	Unfortunately,	 over	 two	 thousand	years,	we	

have	 lost	 the	 image	 that	 the	character	 should	 instantly	portray	 in	our	minds.	 So	 the	mention	of	a	
Samaritan	 to	a	 Jewish	audience	or	a	 steward	or	widow	would,	 like	 suggesting	Mr	Clumsy	or	 Little	
Miss	 Scatterbrain,	 create	 a	 certain	 image	 in	 the	 hearers’	 mind’s	 eye.	 But	 these	 are	 really	 stories	



within	a	story.	The	real	story	in	the	New	Testament	is	one	that	is	even	better	than	these	because	it	
is,	 like	those	Old	Testament	stories	we	recalled,	about	a	real	man,	in	a	real	place,	doing	real	things	
and	 showing	 real	 love.	 A	 man	 who	 has	 an	 equally	 great	 story.	 Whether	 that	 is	 the	 visit	 of	 the	

shepherds	and	magi	at	his	birth,	escape	to	Egypt,	feeding	of	five	thousand	people,	raising	the	dead,	
ascending	into	heaven	or	just	simply	demonstrating	love,	compassion	and	understanding.	To	me,	as	
that	1965	film	with	Max	Von	Sydow,	Charlton	Heston	and	David	McCallum	stated,	the	story	of	Jesus	

is	“The	Greatest	Story	Ever	Told”.	

But	the	question	is:	“Is	it	the	most	important	story	ever	told?”	What	do	you	think?	Can	you	recall	a	
story	that	is	more	important	or	one	that	is	equally	important?	I	would	suggest	that	in	their	time	the	
story	of	the	life	of	St	Paul	or	any	other	of	the	saints	and	martyrs	was	equally	of	importance	because	

without	 their	 stories	 and	 writings	 Christianity	 may	 simply	 have	 remained	 a	 minor	 religion	 that	
eventually	died	out.	 It	 is	 their	 stories,	 intertwined	with	Christ	 Jesus,	 and	 their	 telling	 and	 retelling	

and	 demonstration	 of	 God’s	 grace,	 compassion	 and	 sheer	 and	 utter	 love	 for	 all	 of	 us	 that	 has	
propelled	Christianity	throughout	the	millennia.	

But	what	about	today?	What	or	who’s	story	is	important	today?	There	is	someone	who	you	all	know	
whose	story	is	the	most	important	today.	Someone	whose	story	you	already	know	intimately	but	a	

story	 that	 needs	 to	be	 told	 and	 retold	 to	 inspire	others.	 The	 story	 that	 is	 equally	 as	 important	 as	
Christ’s	story	is	yours.	How	you	came	to	be	a	fellow	searcher	of	Christ.	What	has	brought	you	to	the	
point	where	you	are	reading	or	listening	to	this	today.	Your	story	is	important	because	it	is	a	witness	

to	Christ	 in	 the	 twenty	 first	century.	You,	 like	me,	have	been	given	 the	gifts	 to	 tell	and	retell	your	
story.	You	have	been	telling	stories	every	day.	Stories	of	what	you	did	at	school	or	work	or	church.	
Stories	of	the	people	you	have	meet	and	talked	to	as	you	retell	them	to	other	friends	or	family.	Now	

is	the	time,	as	you	are	retelling	these	stories	that	you	also	retell,	to	anyone	who	will	listen,	your	story	
of	finding	Christ,	walking	with	Christ	and	being	Christ’s	friend.	Because	to	the	person	who	hears	your	
story	and	it	encourages	them	to	start	on	a	journey	with	Christ	or	to	explore	Christ	further,	your	story	

many	be	“The	Greatest	Story	Ever	Told”.	

Amen.								
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