
We have to ensure we sow!       by Charles Morgan 

A Mid-Week Reflection for 25 November 2020 

 

I am sure, like me, you have followed the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby’s, call for 

this second partial lockdown to be a month of contemplation and of prayer. My 

contemplation seems to have been guided by God around Harvest. I, like many of you, did 

not attend a Harvest service this year. On my part this was due to my traveling around the 

team churches; which meant I did not attend a church on the week of their Harvest service. 

However, I have found it stimulating to contemplate a different theme from those of Lent and 

Advent. What follows are some of my thoughts that may help you in your contemplation. 

Initially my thoughts of Harvest were of the goodness of God. That no matter how good a 

gardener we are, without the sun and the rain and the nutrients in the soil nothing will grow. 

How good is God! But, while a plant may grow without us, how much better will it grow if it is 

tended and looked after by us. If it is started in a seedbed and potted into a bigger pot before 

its roots are pot-bound. If it is feed with the correct additional nutrients at the right time to 

encourage strong roots and stems and bigger fruit. This made me ask myself, “How do I help 

other Christians develop? Am I helping other Christians get stronger roots in Christ and 

blossom and bear rich fruits for God to use? How does the Halas team help the 

congregation grow and develop? How can my skills and gifts help and add to what our clergy 

already offer? Am I accessible to other Christians when they need me and do they know I 

am there to support and help them grow in Christ?”  

This reminded me of the parable of the sower from chapter 13 of Matthew’s Gospel. I am 

sure you will recall it. A sower scattered his seeds and some fell on stony ground, some 

among weeds, some seeds were eaten by the birds, but some fell on good ground and that 

that fell on the good ground developed and flourished. In church, I can recall many 

occasions when we have considered the fate of these different seeds. Can you recall these 

sermons? Are you certain which seed you are?  

But then, while I was listening to an interview with a Christian American singer, Guy Penrod, 

something hit me. He said that as Christians we often concentrate on the Harvest and what 

God will find to reap. But this is the wrong emphasis, because if we fail to sow there will be 

nothing to reap. This moved my thoughts. I was no longer contemplating what type of seed I 

was, but rather what I was doing as the sower. Was I sowing seeds for Christ to reap? 

The lady who sits opposite me at work has just celebrated her 25th wedding anniversary and 

her gift for this special occasion from her husband is a greenhouse. With excitement she has 

been contacting seed suppliers for seed catalogues to work out what she wants to plant and 

grow in her greenhouse and how with a little bit of organisation and preparation she can 

have a succession of plants. Many of you gardeners will know that you use the greenhouse 

early in the year for overwintering less hardy plants and then growing bedding plants or 

starting vegetables crops while the soil outside may still be cold. As these plants leave the 

greenhouse for the garden a few tomatoes, cucumbers and peppers can take their place. All 

this works with planning and preparation now before spring arrives. And so it is with God’s 

work! Now is the time for us to prepare ready for when the churches reopen and a new 

normal returns. What seeds will we sow and where will we sow them? How will we tend and 

support the new growth of Christ’s kingdom? And what of the other questions I have posed? 

How will you answer them? 

Amen 


