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Trinity 2: “I am weary holding it in, I cannot” 

Going against the flow!  Sometimes that is 
what you and I are called to do.  It is in the 
DNA of Christianity.  

Jeremiah was swimming against a strong 
current in his day!  Let me try to paint you a 
picture of his context:  Jeremiah lived and 
worked during a tumultuous time in the history 
of God’s people.  The political situation was 
volatile and threatening.  The Mesopotamian 

Empire, centred on Babylon, was in ascendance 
and the little countries on its perimeter paid lots 
of tax to the Babylonian coffers, whilst getting 
on with governing themselves. But the laws of 
God were routinely ignored by the rulers of 
God’s people: Society had become seriously 
unrighteous and unjust.  These little countries, 
including Egypt, the ring leader, thought they 
could rebel and withhold their taxes. 
Retribution was swift and absolute.  Jerusalem 
was besieged and fell and the majority of God’s 
people were deported around the Empire. 

God’s call comes to Jeremiah in this time, 
around 606 BC.  

Jeremiah describes the detail of his calling in the 
first chapter (it’s worth a read).  In our reading 
he describes what it feels like to have this call of 
God on his life: this call to hold before God’s people God’s 
word, to help God’s people walk faithfully in God’s ways under 
the Babylonian Empire, under heavy tax, in insecure times.  
Jeremiah had a burning sense of the urgency and need for God’s 
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people to continue to live their lives faithful to God, even though 
they were no longer independent.  Their changed political reality 
did not negate their calling as God’s people to walk in God’s 
ways.   

They were to continue to worship God as the foundation and 
central pillar of their lives.  They were to give of the first fruits 
of their harvest to God. They were to continue to find 
forgiveness from God.  Their community was to be defined by 
love: love of God, and love of neighbour, (did that include the 
Babylonians?) In their economics they were to continue their 
commitments to justice and righteousness towards people and to 
creation, all the more so as more was being demanded of them in 
taxes.   

This vision was a burning fire shut up in Jeremiah’s bones. A 
fire he was weary holding in.  A fire he could not hold in!  He 
had to speak, and speak he did, despite his feelings of 
inadequacy.  His passionate message did not make him friends.  
He was ridiculed, ignored, marginalised, persecuted even.  And 
he did not find that easy.  He was angry with God as we read 
this morning:  “O Lord, you have enticed me, and I was enticed, 
you have overpowered me and you have prevailed and I have 
become a laughing stock all day long; everyone mocks me.” 

This vision of living as God’s people walking in ways of justice 
and righteousness and peace with all creation seem like pie in 
the sky; a romantic vision divorced from hard realities; so 
idealistic it was laughable.  But it was 
God’s word burning in Jeremiah’s bones.  
God’s vision and word that he had to 
preach, again and again and again, day 
by day, year by year over forty years!  
And the message was the same: return to God, remain faithful to 
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God, hope in God, whether you’ve remained in Judah, escaped 
to Egypt or been deported to Babylon. 

The Gospel reading picks up on some of these themes: if they 
maligned Jesus, they will malign you.  They killed Jesus, they 
may kill you.  You are to love God above all else, even family.  
It is in losing your life for Jesus’ sake that you find it. 
Going against the flow! 

I’ve been wondering through this Covid Jubilee space, whether 
God is now calling the church to go against the flow.  Injustices 
are increasing, creation is groaning. God needs prophetic voices 
and lives in this time and in this place! 

The Archdeacon of Dudley has written an article about the 
financial impact of the Covid lockdown on the Diocese and its 
impact on ministry and buildings.  She wonders whether we 
might be bold and courageous in how we reimagine ministry in 
our localities without the resources we have relied upon until 23 
March 2020.  The Diocese has taken out a loan to be able to 
cover the cost of ministry, in large part clergy stipends. A loan 
that will have to be repaid.  Life in our church cannot return to 
the ‘normal’ that we knew pre-Covid.   

I imagine that we hope it will return to normal.  That we will be 
able to open our church doors and resume operations as though a 
‘pause’ button has released.  That is not possible.   

Enormous changes are afoot.  Changes that we cannot yet 
imagine. Changes we are going to have to imagine together as 
we seek to be a church faithful to God’s vision and calling.  The 
Holy Spirit is at work among us.  At Pentecost the Spirit was 
poured out on the church, not just one prophet, but on all.  Since 
Pentecost the church discerns collegially, listening to the 
prophets and all the gifts.  
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Remember Joel’s prophecy which we heard at Pentecost:  The 
old will dream dreams from God, that may be you!  The young 
will have visions, young men and women will prophecy, that 
may be you!  And we all need to be listening; we need to be 
attentive, open, discerning.  We need to be courageous, available. 
Available to make the vision of what the church must be begin 
to take shape in our time and place. 

This Covid time has been a Jubilee for God’s creation.  So much 
regeneration has been going on in astounding ways as 
commercial activity came to a standstill. What is God saying 
about our responsibility as stewards of creation?  Are we with 
Jeremiah going to shout, “Violence and destruction” if we carry 
on as we are?  How are we as a church going to prophesy about 
our responsibilities as stewards under God of creation?  How are 
we going to hold to account those who would exploit and 
destroy? 

We have seen the extremes of goodness and evil in this time, the 
Black Lives Matter events are one manifestation, modern 
slavery another.  Governments’ motivations and commitments 
are being exposed by the extreme nature of our times.  How are 
we going to prophesy about these issues? How are we, God’s 
people, going to walk in God’s ways as these issues unfold on 
the ground in our localities? How are we going to go against the 
flow? How are we going to stand up and be counted?  How are 
we going to lose our lives that we may gain them? 

It’s Father’s Day today. A day in which we celebrate fathers and 
fathering.  In particular those who have been father’s in faith, in 
mentoring and coaching, in nurturing us.  Will our fathers, 
young and old, dream dreams of what God’s kingdom looks like 
in this post Covid world?  Will we listen to the visions and 
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dreams of the fathers we celebrate? Especially those that 
encourage us in our life of faith. 

Friends, I pray that God’s word may be like a burning fire in my 
bones and yours, that together we rise up as God’s people in our 
Covid and Post-Covid time and place: prepared to go against the 
flow where God calls us in the church and in society in God’s 
name. 

 


